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GENERALL 


DEMAND $S 
Concerning the Late COveNaANT; 
Propounded by the M in1srzx8 and Profeſſors 

of DiviniTit in AREADENE: 


To ſome Reverend Brethren, who came thither to 
recommend the Late (ovenants to Them and to 
thoſe who are committed to their Charge: 


Together _ 
With the Answvveres of thoſe Reverend 
| Brethrcato the ſayd DuawaNos: 
A — Azullo + | 
The ReyLyes of the foreſayd MmrsTers 
 and'Profeſſors to their Avswants, = 


_—_— Ll 


| = >. Pzr. 34 if. 16 = 
"San&ficehe-LORD. GOD in your hearts, and boo readie al. 
wayes togiue ananſwere to eyery man that asketh wah rea- 
ſon of the hope thar is in you, wich'meekneſle and feare: 
Havirg a good Conſcience , that whereas they ſpeake evillof - 
you, as of evill doers, they may bee aſhamed thac falſlie ac 
Cuſe your good conyerfatian/in' CHRIST. 
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| GENERALL | DEMANDS, 
Coctritng. the Lute Fs y 


Together, with AnSwekes to them, 


"and REPLYES fo abyſs ANSWERES:' 


Tus Fins? Pruaxy. 


SS 4 | Warrand' RITA, out Re- 


- of our” People',- $VBSCRTPEION to - 
this' LATE Covenant ;' hot' beting 


age vr by the Lotdesvf Coun; "nor 


by.anie. National bf this Kinsdomes ror by 
anie” Iiidicatorie efta lihed ini {> Andi HOW chef can 
enforcevponvs; or ou h-vurPeop 16 wh are to wayes 
ſubje&: vnto'them, their Intern, eration of £ the: he Artie 
of the” Nogatize (onfeſtiohs? | Treg of, as 
alſsinreſpet of charBand of yin Detnecen 

all: peeſons wharzſo-cver, chis:Zr2'| Crone ob _ 
tiallie Uifferent;3from rhat Krone Godfrey 
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 verend Brethren" cati ſaute of vs, oe - | 


| bute their be#t Endeyoures, for extingniſhing 


4a 


IO AEEP ER O 


f + - : 
> F.E areL not come_L hi- 
91 | ther, to uſarpe the Authorities 
PAVAVS of anies Civil or Spiritaall ludica- 
SR OZ, torie, or to enfarce pon our Reverend | 
" =  * Brethren, and the People committed to 
their Charge, the Subſcription of the Late Covenant, or - 
the Interpretation of the <Articles of that, Confeſſion 
which #s called Negatiue, or what-ſo-ever elſe of that, kynde : 
But are ſert., to repreſent, vnto Them, in, all humilitic, * 
the preſent Caſe and Condition of this Kirke and Kingdome, 
crying for Hope Fe thejrbanges iſe and, in Brotherlie loue, 

to exhort, and intreat.,; Thats they wilt bee pleaſed, to contri= 


" 
ol 


the commott- 
Combuition , which by joyning with almo#t the whole Kirke 
and Kingdome, in the Late Covenant , wee trait they may 


- lawfullic doe without prejudice to the King's « Ml ajeFtie, or 
- t0 anie lawful ?udjcatariz, ar to thats Confeſſion of Fayth 


 Fboue mentioned; Since the ſound Interpretation and Appti- 
Cation] thergof, to the erronres of our tymes, can make no ſub- 
Pantiall change, and the Bandof Mdutuall Defence, whertin 
wee obligdge. our ſelues, To defend the true Religion, and the 

-Kings eM 4jeftias Perſon, and Authoritie, agaynit all per- 
ſons what-ſo-ever, is joyned, at» firft, with the Confeſſion 
of Fayth, Lyke as his Majefties Commiſſioner objefting». 
That. our Covenant was ſuSþett, to bee an vnlawfull Com- 

bination agaynit «Authorities and ta hee the mayne hinde- 
ning our deſires , hath accepted, and was well 


' _FAnce of 
pleaſe with our Declaration; bearing , That. wee haue ſ0- 


lemnlie ſworne , To the witermoſt of our power , with our 
eMtanes and Lynes, to ſtand to the Defence of the K ws 8 
FTY Majeſtic, 
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Per Ce) | 
 eAMajeſtie, as; of GOD'S Vice-gerent, ſer over vs, for 
the mayntenance of Religion; andmunſtration of Tuſtice,. - 
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TX 7 Ex haue, Reverend Bre- 
| .V thren, ſufficientlie confidered 
and. examined your Anſweres-to 
our Demandes , by which wee expected full ſa- 
tisfaction to all our Scruples and doubts-concer- 
. ning the Late Covenant: Buttruelie, in Modeſtie | 
| and Brotherlie Love, wee tell you, that, your _ | 
- Anſweres . ( what-ſo-ever- you. thinke of them 
| Your ſelues ) hauenor given- vs. that ſatisfaQzon 
which wecexpected, Wee know that ſome who 
_ **raſhlie condemneeverie thing which is ſayde or 
written contrarie tothe cauſe which they mayn-._ 
rayne, Will boldlie ſay of vs, that wee haue clo. | 
ſed oureyes agaynlt a.cleare and.ingyring Light: | 
But firſt; wee ſay with Ios , Our wrrpeſſe v in Hea- 
ven, and our recorae on High, That LORD who 
onlie ſeeth the ſecrets of heartes, knoweth , that 
_ wee Joue His Trueth, and are readie-ſo fooneas 
- Itſhall bee ſhowne vnta vs, to embrace and'pro- 
feffe it before the World. Next, wee appeale to 
the Conſciences of all impartiall Readers, 'who 
{hall have occaſion to 'weygh and conſider ma- 
turclic tbe weyght of  our- Arguments, and of 
theſe Anſweres which it hath pleaſed you to.gine 
| B | vs: wiſh 
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Pac. 6) 
vs: wiſhing them, yea, moſt humblieand ear- 
_neſtly intceating them, rojudge bothof your wry. 
_ tingsand ours,' withour prejudice, or anie par. 
tiall telpe&. Yea, wee are confident, that yee 
alſo, of whoſe loue to the Trueth of GO D wee 
are perſwaded, will afcer better advyſemenr, and 
more-marure conſideration of thenatters deba- 
. ted, acknowledge, that wee are not agaynſtrhe 
Tcueth, bur foric. The LORD opea your eyes, 
that you. may clearlie (ec, that Truech, for which 
wee and, ©, :.... +, 


« 


4 g & 
| Ys FE x objedted'ro you, REVEREND BRE- 
VV Y. THREN, That you had nor a Calling-to- 
vrgevs to the Subſcription-of the: Late. {pvenant , from 
- anie acknowledged Authoritie, or lawfull. Indicatorie- 
eſtabliſhed in this Church or Kingdome : to which Ob- 
jection yee anſwere not heere particularlie, as-wee ex- 
ſpeed. And where-as you ſay , That yoware \come 
tocxhort vs, and our People, inall humilitie; ro joyne 
- with you; Howe is it, that without our conſent; and 
agaynl{t our will, nothaving lawfull Authoritie , which 
ou ſeeme heere not to acclayme to- your ſelues, you 
ave publicklie preached to- our People, within our 
Congregation > which. is a _rhing: repugnant to thoſe. * 
places of Scripture ,. in the which the Spirit of G OD 
xecommenideth to Elders, or” Paſtors, the care of thoſe 
- Flockes, oper which the halie Ghoſt hath made thenLs over- 
| ſeers, AcTS 20.28. 1.Ps-T. 5.2. asalſotelleth vs, 
Thar the Paſtors whom the Flocke mult krowe, and. to 
whyin-chey maſt ſubmis themſelues » doe watch = the 
| J RR 


ſoules of that Flocke , and miu5Þ giu2 accounts» for thems, 
i. THESSAL. 5.12, HeBR.13.17. It is'alfo contra- 
riecorhe lawes of rh: Caciſtian Charch in all ages. For 
by rhe ancienc Cawons', Paſtors'are commanded, t-» 
conrayne thzmſelues wirkun the limitces of cheir owne 
Charge; and _; ropceſam2 to exercyle Paltorall Of 
fice in another Pl 
leaue : As alſo, they forbid Paſtors , to: receaue to Di. 
vine Service, anie man of another Pariochin, tharcom- 
mzrh in conrempt of his owne Paitor. Concil, Nicen: I. 
. O-::47 1. Can. 16. Concil; 2. Occum. Conſgantinop. Cn. 
2. Concil. Carthag, 2. Can. 11. Concil. Carthag. 3. Can. 
25. Concil. Colced. O:cum, 4. Can 13, Concil. Nicen- 
2: Cam 19. Concil. Tribur, Can. 28. Concil. Nannet. 
C:p.1. 2, 2, Wee did not wichoar reaſon ſay, Thar" 
yo and: orhers of your Confederation, enforce your 
nterpretation of the Negative Confeſſron vpon others; 
ſeeing wee heare , thae ſome Paſtors and Prelates are 
. forced'to flze to forraygne Countreyes , for feare of 
their lyues, becauſe they haue refuſed the ſayd Interpre- 
tation; and thaſe who haue ſtayed in the Countrey, 
dare ſcarcelie appeare in the high wayes, or {treers, and 
are threatned, That their Stipendes ſhall nor bee payed 
vnto them, vntill-rhey ſab{crybe your Covenant. 
& 3, Where-as you doe in. Brotherlie-loue exhorr,8 en« 
treat vs, To contribute our beſt Endeavours , for extin- 
guiſhing the common Combuſtion, wee prayſing 
GOD, for your pious zzale, and for the lovingneſſs 
: and m9Jeſtie of your ſpeaches , (where-in, by GOD'S 
helpe, wee ſhall labour co keepe- correſpondence with 
you; thar both weeand you may ſhaw our ſelues, to 
haue learned of CHRIST, «<M:chneſſe, and lowli- 
* neſſe of heart ) wee malt willinglie promiſe to doe ſo, 
by all m2anes which our conſciences will permit vs to 
vie, as alſo to. jayne oac mat; hamble and heartie 
Prayers 


t>c's Diocelle, or Parioch , withoat . 


Prayers with yours, That it may pleaſe GOD in this 
dangerous exigent, To doe good im His good pleaſure, to 
our Sion, and to build vp the walles of our Hieruſalem.. 
F 4, We may juſtlic ſay, That this Vew Covenant is ſub- 
aftiallie different from the Olde, which was made, 
e Anno 1 5 $ 1. in reſpect it not onlie contayneth that 
Olde Covenant, ,or Confeſſion, which was allowed by two . 
Generall Aſſemblies, but alſo your Interpretation of it, 
which; as yet, hath no ſuch Authoririe;or Approbation, 
© 5. No Band of Mutuall Defence .agaynſt all perſons 
what-ſo-ever', is expreſſed in the Covenant made 1581, 
And altho 'it were, .yet the caſe is verie vnlyke : For 
Subjectes may make ſuch a Covenants of «Mutall De- 
fence, by Armes , with the.conſenr of 'the King , who 
'onlie, vnder- GOD, hath the power of 'Armes, or of _ 
the-Sword , in this Kingdome. Burt they who made 
this Late Covenant, had not his conſent, as that former 
-or Olde Covenant had : which is a thing ſo evident; that 
"no man can call it in/queſtion. 5 6. As for that" which 
ou affirme heere, That my Lord Commiſſioner his 
Grace was well ſatisfied with your DECLARATION, 
fr becommeth not vs, 'to pry narrowlie into his Graces 
-doifges: bur truclie wee haue more than reaſon, to pr 
-moſtnarrowhlie into the wiordes.of a Covenant > I, 
is offered vnto'vs, to bee/ſworne, and ſubſcrybed , leſt 
"wee abuſe, and prophanetheSacred NAME of GOD, 
and'tye our ſelues to-the doing of anie thing which is 
 Hifpleafing vato Him. . Laſt of ally Where-as yee de- 
"fire vs , to/joyne our ſelues to. you ,. and to the reſt of 
our Confederacie,whoare ( as you aftirme) almoſt the 
whole Church ani K ingdome Cbovns can not but Re- 
 yerence ſuch a- multitude of our Reverend Brethren, 
and: Ueare Countrey-men , and are readie to-bee -follo- 
* awe of them, info farre as they are followers of CHRIST: 
- Bit neyther can wee dee ane thing agaynſt the Trueth, 
We - _ neyther 


| | 
,  [CPag'9) 7 
neyther can wee attribute ſo-much.- Authoritie to their 
Multitude , as otherwyſe wee would , in reſpe& there 
hath beene ſo much dealine for Subſcriptions,in all quar« 
ters of this Kingdome, and ſo manie haue beene threat 
ned, .to giue their conſent > as wee are molt crediblie 


informed. 


The ſecond Demand. 


WurrrTHE x of no wee ought to ſubſcrybe the 
foreſayde Covenant, ſeeing all Covenants of Mutuall 
Defence, by Force of Armes, made amongſt Subjectes 
_of anie degree , vpon what-ſo-ever colour or pretence, 
without the King's Majeſtie or his Succeſſoures privitie 
and conſent , are expreſslie forbidden by King TAMES 
of blefſed Memorie , and the three Eſtates of this King- 
. domezin the Parliament holdenat LinLiTaGow, 

 eAfuno 1585? bh 


ANSWERE. 


The Att of Parliament forbidaleth in the firſt part;Leagues 
and Banas of mayntenance privilie made , ſuch as are called 
bands of Manrent,as the At in Ducene MAR 1ES tyhe, 
to which it hath relation, doeth beare.” And in the ſecond part, 
onlie ſuch, as tende to the publicke diſturbance of rhe pour of. 
the Realme, bylmoving ſeduion. But no Att of Parliament, 
doeth diſcharge, nor can anie juſt Law forbid, Conventions, or 
Covenants n the generall; or ſuch Covenants 1 ſpecidll as 
are made with GO D, and among# our ſelnes ; not for anie 
mans particular, bat for the common benefit of all ; not to _ 
moue ſedition, but tv preſerne Peace, and to prevent trouble. , 
which by all probabilitie had beene to manie, before this tyme, 
too ſenſible, if this Courſe had not been® taken. Conven- 
tions xd Covenants ( in the judgement of Iuriſconſults ) 

, , C are to 


(Pac. 10) 
are to bee effremed and judgedof, according to their diverſe - 
endes, good or bad: which made King F AMES. of bappie 
memorie to take it for an vndoubted maxime, That pro aris 


& focis, 8 pro patre patriz , the whole 'bodie of the Com- 
 mon-wealth ſhould, ftirre at, once: nat anie more as divided 


members, but as one conſolidate lumpe. 
Repheo. 
In that ſecond part of that Act of Parliament holden 


at LINLITHGOW, eLnno I 585. are forbidden, Al _ 
(Lrague or. Bandes of Mutuall Defence , which are made 


without the privitie and conſent of the King , vnder the paine 
to bee holden and execute as movers of [edivion and vnquyet- 
neſſe, &c. Wherefore wee can no wayes thinke , that 
anie Bandes or Leagues of Mutuall Defence, by force of 


i" Armes-arethere permitted , (that is, not forbidden ) 


ſeeing firſt the wordes of the At are ſs. generall , for 
initarediſcharged 4H Bantr made among ſt Subjetts of ny 


. degree , vpon atie colour what-ſo-gver ; without bis High- 


Fo 


'neſſe, or his RR nr and conſent had and obtayned. 


therevnto. Next; All ſuch Bande&f& fe declared to bee 
Sed;tions, and perturbariue of the publicke Peace of the 
Realme: or, which isall one, are appoynted to bee 
eſteemed ſo. ' And therefore ,| wee can not fee howe 
anic Bandes of that kynde can bee excepted;as if they . 
were not ſeditious. 2. Wee doubt not ,- but the Late 
Covenant beeing conſidered, according to the mayne in- 
tention of thoſe Pious and Generous Gentle-men , Ba- 
rons, and others our deare Cbuntrey-men » who made 
it , eſpeciallie our Reverend Brethren of the holie Mi- 
Niſterie, is a Covenant made with G O'D , and procee- 
ding froma zealous reſpe& to 'G O D His Glorie, and . 
to the Pay of the puritie of the Goſpell in this 
Church and Kingdome : But wee can not finde a _ 

| rand in 


juſt Anthoritie , which, 


ll 
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rand in our Conſciences, to grant, That fuch Coyenants, Ee=1 j 
in ſo farre as they import |. AC utnall Defence , agaynſ? all | | 
perſons what-ſo-ever, none beeing excepted, no, not the 
K1NGy (as it ſeemethynto vs, by the words of your 
Covenant + but farre moreby the'wordes of your Late 
. Proteſtation , the 28 of June; where-in you promiſe, 
eMutuall Defence, agaynſt all Externall or Internall In- 
vaſion ,- menaced in his Majeſties laſt Proclamation ) are 
nor forbidden by anie Band ,. nor juſtlie yet can bee 
forbidden.” For, firſt, have alreadie ſhowne, Thar 
they are forbidden in thelforeſayde 'At of Parliament, ll 
Anno 1585. 2. NoWarrefarey and conſequentlie, 
NO Covenant, imgpaing rarrefare, is lawfull , withour 

1 wee are perſwaded, is onlie in 
the Sopeevens Magiſtrate, andin thoſe who haue po- 


wer and employment from him, to take Armes : Yea, _- 
ſo farre as wee knowe , mo#575te men ;—whoatdlie FI 
reſpect Authoritie, will fay , 'That itis ſoin all Xing- 
Aomes, and e Monarchies, properlie ſo called: (Of which 
nature is this his Majeſties-moſt Ancient Kingdome , ) 
_ And, Thatit is altogether vnlawfull to SubjeCtes in ſuch 
Kingdomes , to takes Armes agaynſt their Prince. For 1 
which cauſe,that aſe alles molt Learned Doctor &:.. | I 


vetws,in a late Treatiſe called Feſwita vapulans, ſpeaking 
of the judgement of Buchanan, and others, who taught, 
That Subjees might take Armes agaynit their Prince, 
in extraordinarie Caſes, and extreame dangers, of 
- the Religion, and Common-wealth, profeſſeth firſt, 
"That hee; andall orher Proteſtantes, condemne ſuch do- 

' tine. Secondlie; That this Errour did proceede from a 
miſsraking of the Governement of ho Scotiſh King- 
dome, as if it were not truclic and properlie « Monarchi- 
call. Thirdlie : That thd raſhneff: of thoſe Wryrters, is 
tobee aſcrybed partlie-to the bard and perilous tymes 
of Perſecution, where-it they lived , and parclie Scoto- 
| YUUL- 


LY 
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rum prafervide ingenio, & ad audendum prompto. Thus 
hee wryteth in the x 3. Chap. of the ſayd Booke, P as. 
2 7.4, and 2 75. anſwering to the Rectimination of 
' a 7eſuit, who had affirmed, That Buchanan, Knox, and 
Goodman, had written as boldlie, for the Rebellion of 
Subjectes agaynſt Princes, as anie of their Order at anie 
ye had done. | A thing much to bee noted by vs at 
this tyme , leſt wee anie more giue that advantage to 
Zeſwites, to make Apologie for their rebellious Dotrines 
and Practiſes. 3. Not onlie making of Coyenantes, but 
alſo all other ac&tions,-are to bee 7, Ar and. judged 
of, firſt, by the equitie of the ſubje&, and matrer; then, 
by the ende: For if the matter pMioned (that is, which 
the parties mutuallie doe promiſe) bee yuſtlie Fen, 
by a lawfull Authorie ; and conſequentlie bee vnlawfull 
init ſelfe; then the goodneſſe of the ende, or projed, 
*can not make the Paction, or Covenant, to bee good, or 
lawful | "33g 


The | third Demand. 


Tr Ir Bx ALLEADGED), That in extreame and 
moſt dangerous caſes, ſuch Ads of Parliament may bee 
contravened ,” Owueritar >, Whether there bee now ſuch 
extreame caſe, ſeeing wee haue his Majeſtie , in his for- 
mer Proclamations , avowing , protelting, declaring) 
and in this laſt Proclamation taking. G O.D to Wit- - 
neſlſe , That hee never intended anie Innovation of Re- 
ligion ; andalfo ſeeing Hee hath removed alreadie all 
that which made men feare Novations , to wit, Service 
Booke , Booke of Canons , and the alleadged exorbi- 
cancie of the New High Commiſſion. | 


ANSW 


_ ('Pag. 13) 


ANSWERE. 


If the removing of the Skivice Booke, Booke of Ca- 
nons, and the limitation of the ya#t power of the Hie Com- 
miſſion, contayning ſo mpcb ſuperſtition , and tyrannie of 

 Prelates, bee a benefite to this Kirke and Kin "ths » wee 
gies wnder GOD, toaſtrybe the ſame to the peaceable 
eetinges, humble Supplitations, and religious Coyenan- 
ping of the Subjeftes.; which hane given information to his 
eNM ajeftie, and haue procured from. his juftice and good- 
neſſe, ſo great. favonr, as is thankfullie acknowledged m the. 
lat Proteſtation: which doeth alſo expreſſe the manic par= 
eiculars, wherein his CM ajeFtie's late Proclamation m not 
ſarrsfaftorie. «And therefore, the Lordes of his e Maje- 
fries Privie Connſell;upon the Supplication and Complaynt - 
of his Liedges, were moved to reſcind the Aft of the Appro- 
bation of t5e foreſayde Proclamation, and to rent the ſub- 
ſerybed Mifiine, which was to bee ſent there-with to his Ma- 
qeitie. Wee are confident, that the Declaration where-with 
his Majefties Commiſſioner was ſo well\pleaſed, will alſo 
gine ſatisfaftion to our Reverend Brethren ; and that they 
will not thinke it convenient for them to gine further ap= 
probation to the Proclamation, than the Counſel hath done, 
altho all of vs ought, with thankfulneſſe, to acknowledge his 


AXMajeFties benignitie. 
Rephyes. 


Wee will notheere diſpute what hath beene the mayne 
or principall cauſe moving his Sacred Majeſtie todif- 
charge the Service Booke , and other thinges which oc- 
_ caſioned the preſent Perturbation of our Church ; nor 

et whether or nor his Majeſties Proclamation may giue 
full ſatisſaction to all the feares and doubts of his Sub- 
jectes. For our ſelues, wee profeſſe, that vpon his Ma- 
D  jeſties 


(Pace 14) 
jeſties Declaration , and gracious Promiſe contayned 
in his Majeſties laſt Proclamation , wee belicue , firſt, 
That his Majeſtie never intended Innovation in Religions : 
 Secondlie > That hee will mmyntayne the true Protetant 
Religion , all the dayes of his. lyfe : which wee pray GOD 
'xo continue long.. Thirdlie-, Fhat all Aftes made in fa- 
youres of the Seryice Booke, &C. are diſcharged, Foxrth- 
lie , That hee will never vrge the receaving. of the Ser- 
wice Booke , Buoks of Canons, &C. nor anie other thing of 
that Nature , but by ſuch a fayre , and legall way , as ſhall 
ſatrisfie all his Subjefts, And thence wee doe colle&, that 
which we affirmed before., to.wit, that there is no ſuch 
. extraordinarie orextreame caſe, as might giue occaſion 
to Subjeas to make ſich a Band.as is direchlic forbidden 
by theforeſayde Act of Parliament, 8 to contraveanc it - 
in ſuch a manner, as may ſeemeto-import a reſiſting of 
Authoritie by force of Armes.. | 


The fourth Demand. 


_ Conceming that Interpretation- of the- Negative 
Confeſſion ,, which is vrged. vpon-vs ,. and where-in 
the Articles of PE.az Tu, and: Epiſcopacie ,-are. de- 
glaredto bee abjured,. as well as all the poynts of Pope- 
ric, which are therein expreſslie and diſtintlie men- 
tioned; Dreritur , Who arethe Interpreters of that 
Confeſfion? thatis., Wketherall the Subſcrybers , or 
onlie thoſe Miniſters conveaned'in EDinBvacunH, 
in the ende of Februarie-, who ſet it downe'? If alf 
the Subſcrybers; then what reaſon haue wee to receaue- 
an Interpretation-of that Confeſſion from Laickes , ig-- 
norant people; and Children > Ifonlie thoſe Miniſters. 
gonveanedthenin EDinBzvaxcn; then, ſeeing no: 
man. ſhould take an honour to himſelfe , but hee who is. 
walled of GOD; as Aan 0 8, Helr, 5. 4. what: 
Top F-.. - ur 


——- 
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power and authoritie had they over' their Brethren , to 
giue out a judiciall Interpretation of theſe Articles of 


F ayth , andtginforce their Interpretation of theſe Ar- 
_ ticles ypon them? | 


ANSWERE, 7: 
The Subſcrybers are heer##n1:interpreted itt» two poyntes, 


geric materiall: One is , That they preſume vpon Power, or , 


Authorutie , which they haue to oine ont a judiciall" inter- 
pretation- of the Articles of the Confeſhon, and.to enforce 
the ſame upon others © where-as. they onlie intended, to make 
knowne their owne meaning , according to the mynde of our 
Reformers ; andin charitieto propound and recommend the 

me to others , who. might bee made willing to embrace it : 
 eMlthoit bee truealſo , that verie great numbers of Mmi- 
' . fters were conveaned, and teftified their conſent at that tyme 2 
end altho the private judgement of thoſe who. are called 
Laickes, ought not to bee. miſregarded: for it 35: confeſſed» 
That an Interpretation, which is privat ratione perſonz, 
may bee more:than- privat ratione medii. The other,which 
beeing obſerved, will anſwere diverſe of the following De- 
no » That the Articles of Pearth, and. of Epiſcopall 


H 
#- 


. Government, are declared ta:bee abjured, as. poynts of Po« 


perie, or as Popiſh Novations © where-as.the wordes of the 
Covenant put a differeuce betwixt two:fortes of Novations : 


ont of ſuch. ararcalreadie introduced. in the Worſhip of 


G OD, -and cancerning thoſe , what-ſo-ever bee the judge- 
- ment of the Subſcryvers, which. to everie one is left flow by 
' the wordesof the Covenant, they are onlie bound , to for- 
. . beare the gretie of them , by reaſon. of the preſent exi- 
 *- gence of the Kirke, till they bee tryed, and allowed, in 4 free 
enerall Aﬀſemblie.. Theother ſort is.of ſuch Novations, 

| ks are particularlie ſupplicated agaynſt, and complayned vp- 
613.4 the SErvice Bookey and Canons, &c- which are ab- 


vg p 


_— 


ant} 

jured , as contayning poyntes of Poperie, ' «And this .wee 
avouch, from- our —_—_ knowledge , to bee the trye mea- 
ning of the controyerted wordes of the, Coyenant. eAnd 
therefore, humbliz entreat, That no man anie more, vpon this . © 


ſeruple, with-holde his Teftimonie, — _-  - 


& Kot! os | Ee ol " pa ; 
\Rephes. Ke: 
As for the the firſt of theſe-two miſtakings * Ifyou-' | 
haue not” given'out thar Interpretation” of the Negatifle 
Confeſſio judicially, but only have made known your owne - 
— -according tothe mynde ofthe Reformeres, ', 
as you alteadge ,.then , firſt,” :your Interpretation ' hath, * 
no obligatorie power over othin + and confequentlie 
you ought not to: obtrude your" Interpretation ypon vs | 
more than wee doe our Interpretation thereof vpon you, 
Neyther ought anie man to. bee moleſted, or threarned, 
for not receaving.your Interpretation ;' chieflie-ſeeing all 
who are of your Confederation haiie ſo ſolemnlie vowed, 
and promiſed; to bee good examples to others of all Godli- 
neſſe , Soberneſſe , :and R:ohreow[oeſſe ; andof everie duectie 
- which you owe ro GOD and man. Secondlie , As for the 
mynde or judgement of our: Reformers ;' wee know no 
evidencie of wueecs, } care e Authoritie, to obliedge 
the Subjectes of this Kingdome ;, except that which is 
exprefiedin our"\Vationall Confefſon of Fayth, ratified in 
Parliament twentie yearesÞefore the Negatine Confeſſion 
was penned : wherein wee finde no warrand or ground 
. of ſuch Interpretation as you bring. Thitdlie , The In- 
terpretation of the Negatine' Confeſſrons:s ſet downe in 
your Covenant. asit is not-publickeratione Perſonz , ſo 
alſo; not ratione medi : for it hath-no Warrand , for 
ought w#could ever perceaue, eyther from the Word 
of G O D) or- from the Teſtimonie'of the, Ancient 
Church. , 'or from the conſent / of other Reformed 
| Cod af UPI Vie. $9 Churches, - - 


Churches, or from our 'Nationall (onfefion-', regiſtra- 
tedin P.ARLIAMENT, As for the ſecond Miſcta- 


| king, or Miſtinterpretation of the words of the Late Co- 


_.. venaiity firſt, Wee marvell; that a Generall Covenant, ap- 


 poyntedto bee ſubſcrybed by all, Learned and vnlear- 
ned, ſhould bauve beene ſerdowne by you in ſuch ambi- 


& 


guous tearmes. . For, truelie, all men heere , even the 
moſt- jadicious, doe ſo take your wordes, as if the Ar- 


' ticlsof PZARTH wereinthemabjured. 2, Wee 


hane agayne more attentiuelie examined the wordes of 


. the Late (Pomgancy pang doe evidently perceaue by them, 


"Thatin the ſayde Covenairty, the Articles of PEARTH, 
and EPISCOP ACIE, are condemned, and abjured, as 
erronious, and damnable corruptions, For where you 
profelle, .and before GOD, and His eAngels , and the 
World, ſolemnlie declare, That, you ſhall labour , by all 


} meanss. lawfull , tq recover the Libertie, and Puritie, of the 
GOSPELLs as itiwas eftabliſhed and profeſſed before the 


foreſayde Novations : Weeaske you > What is that pe- 
riod of tyme ,.to which your wordeg haue reference, 


' when you promiſe to labor , to recover the Puritie and 


Libertie of the GOSPELL, as it was profeſſed and eftabli= 
ſhed beforethe foreſayde Novations > If you meane that 
period of tyme , when the Service Bookg, and Booke of 
anons, were vrged _ you; to wit, the laſt yeare 
y-paſt, in Summer , then you acknowledge , That all 


| that. tyme you {njojed the Paritie.and Libertie of the 


GOSPELL,; and conſequentlie, That you yet enjoye it; 
for no new thing hath ſince that tyme beene publicklie 


. receaved, and practiſed in this Cuva cn. If you meane 
; ( as vndonbredlie we thinke you doe) the tyme' praecce- 


ding the bringing in of Epiſcopacie,8& the Acts of Pearth, 
then you comprehende both Epiſcopacie andxhe Acts of 
P:E ARTH, vndertheſe Noyations ; for the removing 
where-of; you promiſe, to- labour, according to [your power: 


_ andconſequentlie doe diſsallowe and condemne them, 


even 


F'2 
s . 
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even before they bee tryed ina Free cAſſemblie,and be- 
fore they bee heard who mayntayne and approue then 
aslawfull. 3. Wee may evidenche demonſtrate this, ar- 

umentoad hominem., as wee ſay in the Schooles : For, 
thoſe Rites and (ceremonies, which are abjured in the Ne- 
gatine Confeſiion- , are alſo abjured in your Late Coye- 
nant ; which , as-youſay is all one with the Negatine 
Confeſiton,'or with the Covenant made 1581, But the 
Rites & Ceremonies which were concluded in PEARTH +. 
eASSEMBLIE,, areabjured , as you ſay, in the'Cove= * | 
nant made 1581. andtherefore they are alſo abjured in 
this your Late Covenant. | 'The firſt Propoſition is evi- '| 
dent: For in your Late Copenant, ſpeaking of the Oath | 


contayned in that Olde Covenant, which was made An- * | 
20 1581. you profeſle , That, the preſent and ſucceeding * | 


Generations in this Land , arebound to keepe. the - foreſayde 
National Oath, as you call it, and Subſcription, vnyiola- 
ble. The ſecond Propoſition alſo can Sothen denyed by 
you: For, theſe twentie yeares by-paſt,' you haue accu- 
ſed thoſe who conformed themſclues to the Ordinances 
of PEARTH, of Perjurie 4 and that becauſe they had 


| violated the Oath made Ame 1581. inthewhich thoſe 


Articles ( as youalleadge ) were abjured, Batperhaps - | 
you will ſayeto vs, 'That wee thinke thofe thinges not *, 
to bee abjured in that Oath made Aro x 581.andthere-" | 
fore wee may ſweare, and: ſubfcrybe your Eate Cove- 


want; and, not-with-ſtanding of our Oath and Swbſcrip- _ 
tion; bee tyed onlie to the Forbearance of the practiſe of 


PEARTH Articles' for a tyme. Wee anſwere , firſt: 
"The wordes of an Oath ſhould bee cleare,and playne: or, 
if they be anie wayes ambiguous, the true ſenſe of them 


. ſhould bee ſodeclared, and manifeſted, that all maye 


knowe'it. 2. An Oarhis to bee given, accordingto the 
mynde and judgement of him that requyreth it. And 
therefore , ſeeing, you who*requyre this "Oath of _ 

| thinke 


| 


| 
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thinke the Rites or Ceremonies concludedat PEARTH, 
to bee abjured in that Oath made Anno 1581. howe can 
wee ſweare and ſubſcrybe your (ovenant, which rene- 
weth the foreſayde Oath, and bindeth vs toit> 3. If 
. wee ſhould ſweare, and: ſubſcrybe the Negarize Confeſ- 
. fon, as it igincluded in your Covenant ; then yee, who 
chinke'rhe Articles of PEARTH to bee abjured, and, 
condemned in the Negative Confejſio, will thinke vs tyed,. 
by our owne Perſoxall Oath,to condemine the eAtricles of 


- PEARTH, 4. Seeing this Covenant was penned by 


you, who haue hirther-to not conformed brig to' 
PEARTH' .<ASSEMBLIE, and have oppo- 
ſed EPISCOPACTE, and ſeeing you all con- 


 demne EPISCOPACTE, as if it were that Po- 


piſh, or Wicked HTERARCHTE, mentioned in 
the Negpatine.Confeſſion; as alfo.efteeme the thiriges con- 
claded in PEARTH, eASSEMBLIE, to bee : 
Taolatrous, or Superſtitions , howe' can wee thinke, that- 
you in your ſolemne Vow made to G OD, for refor- 
mation of this CHV Kc ny, and refiſting, in'tymes to 
come, the Novations and Corryptions of it, habe paſſed 
by theſe thinges, which are the onlie Novatiogss alrea- 
die introduced' by Authoritie, and from which, as you 
affirme, the Church hath ſo'great neede to beepurged: 
Chiefelie , ſeeing yee thinke thetn as Popiſh  -Superſtic 
tions; and I1dolatrous; as Yee doe theſe other Ndwarions, 
which are not as.yetintfoduced. 5. Tf inall your Syp- 
' plications, Playntes , and ProteFations , yee have onelie' 
fought the Removing, :and Dyſcharging of 'the Service 
Booke, Booke of Canons 5 and the- New High Commiſſion 
notcorplayning-ofameother Novetions z nd ſeeing 
his Majeſtie hath diſcharged the firſt two, and hath 
promife#toreatifietheiebird ,- or laſtiof them 5 Then, 
whar reafoir:haue: yee tothinke, that his Majeſtic hath 
© nor ſatisfied your Suppl, ions? For z allthe Novatihhe, 
TERTLLAE Pj | ; vpon 


» þ 


wio.which, you compleynedaare removed by his:Ma- 
jeltic, &yee haue his Princelie Promiſe, That no further 
| ſhall bee vrged vpon vs, but by. ſucha; fayre and legall 
way, as,mway fatisfic all: his Subjeces. | 6. As forthat 
which your Covenazt, by. your owne confeſſion, requy- 
. reth of vs, to wit, The "x BER and nant fre” 
tyme, from the pratisſng the. Articles of PEARTH; 
: Wee profeſle {incerelie, and inthe ſight of GOD, That 
our Conſcience will 'not ſuffer vs, to ſubſcrybe rhat 
part of your Covenant; and that becauſe Lawes beeing 
{tanding for them, and our lawfull Supetioures requy- 
ring Obedience from vs, by practiſing them, to ſweare 
*Forbearance of the prattiſe of them., is to {weare Diſo- 
bedience, and, to wrong their Authoritie. 7. Howe can 
| wee, witha good Conſcience, abſtayne preſentlic from 
Private Baptiſme, and. Privare. (ommunion-, becing re- 
quyred therevnto by ſicke perſons, and thoſe Parentes. 
whoſe Children can not bee carried to the Church. 
commodiouſlie with their lyues ; ſeeing wee thinke ita. 
thing verie vnlawfull, in ſuch caſes, to refuſe-to admini- 
{trare thoſe Szcraments. in private houſes. Not that we 
thinke, that GOD hathtyed Himſelfe, or His Grace, 
to the Sacramentes ; but becauſe:Hee hath tyed vs ynto 
them , by His Pracept : and, not to vſe the Meanes ap- 
poynted by GOD, when our People, or their Chil- 
dren ſtand in neede of Them ,'is a contempt of the 


Meanes , and a, tempting of G-OD. 


--  "The- fift Demand.  - 
WnErTHEx or no wee can fincerelie, and. witha _ 
good Conſcience, ſubſcryberthe —_— Confeſſions * 

asitis expounded and interpreted by the Cantryvers or 

Authors of the late Covenant ſeeing it maketha per- 
petuall Law concerning the 'externall _—_ = 
| arcins 


- 
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Church , which GOD hath not made, as if*theſe 
Rites were- vnchangeable > And how they. who: both 
fiyeare the Poſitive Confeſſion, and the Negatiue, thus 
interpreted , Tan eſchew. contradiction, ſeeing the Po» 
ſirive Confeſſion, Crap, 21. evidentlic declareth, That 
theſe Rites are changeable , according to the ezigencie 

. of tyme ; and conſequentlic , that no-perpetuall Law 

may or ought to bee| made concerning them >. Lyke- 
* Wyſe, wee would know, how it can ſtand with trueth, 

' toabjure all theſe Rites , as Popiſh , which ate vſed in 
the Church, without divyne inſtitution , expreſſed in 


GOD'S Word x-ſeeing 
venant , practiſe ſome 
tioned in' GOD'S Wo! 


> even theſe who vrge the Co- 

Ceremonies whichare not men. - 
d, as the Celebration of Mar- 
ch,.inthe beginning , oratthe 


_ before the Chut 
ende of Divyne Service 
_ and thEtipulation of F 
Chylde in Bapriſme , 
{tances , as they vſe to 
nies , properlie ſo callc 


ANSWERE., 
_- The Late Covenant trabeth not a perpetuall law concers 


ping the externall Ritei|of the Kirke, as if they were n= 
changeable : but, as wee|hane ſayd before, oulie bindeth vs, 


> With all the'particulars of its 

athers and God-fathers , for the 

which are not meere circum- 

 Gifingoiſhs but alſo Cerema= 
> | 


| 


for a tyme, to forbeare the pratiiſe of Innovations alreadie + 


” introduced , and doeth nit determine whether they ought to © 
bee changed, or not.” 2. | According: to this true Interpreta= + 
tio” , all appearance of contradittion betwixt the Confeſ- | 
* fion of Faythimſert in the AF of Parliament, andthe latter 
Confeſi1on,s removed, beſide that the Article 21 of the Con- - 
- feſſion of Fayth, 'giverÞ power 10 the Kirke, in matters of 


externall Politie » and ofder of the Worſhip of GOD, is" 
inguiſhing 
 betweeng 


expounded in the firft Books of Diſcipline , dj 


Fa 
g- 
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betweeee thinges neceſſarie to bee obſerved in everie Kirke, and 


thinges variable in particular Congregations. 3. Wee de- - 


clare agayne » That. the Covenant doeth. not abjure Pearth 
Articles, as Popiſh, and thinketh not tyme now to difpute of 
ſignificant Ceremonies , or other holie Rites , and whether the 
two particulars named bee Ceremonies, or not: fmce the 
Confeſſion condeſcended vpon on both ſides, abjureth Rites ,. 
which are, added wihout the. Ward of © O D.. 


RevyLy. 


FiksT; Wee have alreadie tolde you, That: wee: 


| cannot ſubſcrybe your Oath-of Forbearance of the pra- 


Ctiſe of the Articles. alreadie introduced, without viola- 
tion of Authoritie , and of wronging our owne Con- 
ſciences, who thinke Private Baptiſme and (ommunions. 


'._nottobee indifferent, butalſo neceſlarie-,. in ſome ca- 


ſes, not indeede, neceſſitate mediz, as.if GOD'S: Grace 
were you tothe externall meanes, but; as-wee ſay in the 
Schooles, neceſſitate Precepti, becauſe wee are comman- 


ded to vie theſe Meanes.. 2, "This Late:(ovenant lea- 
-deth and bindeth vs-to.the Olde Covenant , made. x 581. 


and that Olde Covepant bindeth vs. perpetuallie to that- 


- DISCIPLINE: which was ther; that is, ( as-yee al- 


leadge) tothe whole Policic of the Church ;. compre- 
"+6. te all the externall: Rires-of it : and ſo, 2 primo ad 
wltimums., this Late Covenant bindeth vs to the whole 
Policie of the Church , which was then ; and conſe- 
quentlie maketh a perpetuall Lawe, concerning exter- 
nall Rites of the Church, asif they were vnchangeable, 
All partes of this Argument are ſure: For by your Late 
Covenant, you profeſſe your ſelues bound, to keepe the - 
, 202 wy Nationall Oath. ( as you call it ) inviolable: 
Andthat Oath, or Coyenant, bindeth vs, to continue Hrs 
the obedience not onelie of the Doftrine , but alſo Of the 

aan 1- Diſcipline 


1A 1: 

( Pab. 23) | 
Diſcipline of this Kirke . || Where by The Diſcipline 0 

bg Kirks $1 vnderſtard ( as yee haue in kf nec 
Wrytinges profeſſed, eſpeciallic of late, in your Booke 
entituled , «£1 Difpnte,. dgaynit the Engliſh Popiſh Cere- 

 anonies. Part. 4. Cap. $. $ett, 6..) the whole external 

Policie of the Church , as it was at that tyme ; to wit, 

Ammo 1581. Yea, you tonfefſe, That no other thing 

can bee vnderſtoode by The Diſcipline of the Kirkg, but 

. that which wee haue ſayde alreadie ; and conſequentlie 

wee ſhall bee tyed by rhat Oath which you requyre of | 
vs, to admit and practiſe no other Rites and Ceremonies, - 
but ſuch as were then receaved in our Church, Wee can 
no wayes paſſe by this, ſeging-ever ſince rhe 4ſſemblie 
of PEARTH, in your Publicke Sermons, and Prin- 
red Bookes., yee |hauc moit vehementlie accuſed vs of 
Perjurie,as. violating the |Oath, or Covenant, made An-" 
x0 15.87. and. thatin reſpe& wee: haue admitted into 
- che Church, ſome Rites, or Ceremonies, which were not 
in it-the foreſayde yeare bf G Q D.. Is not this to 
make aperpetuall Lawe, concerning the externall Rites 
of the Church, as if they were vachangeable , and to 
abjure the praQtiſe of all Ries hodacds in the Church 
fince that tyme; and confequentlie the practiſe of the 
Articles of PE. ARTH\ and that not for a tyme on- . 
lie , but for ever > 3.. Seeing the Negatine Confeſſion, 
according to your mynde; and-conception of it , ma- 
keth the whole Externall Policie: of the Church, as it 
was Anno 1581, to bee viichangeable: and on the con- 
trarie, the nfeſſon inſert linto the Actes of Parliament, 


F 


| declareth;Thatrhe Rites belonging to the Externall Po- 
licie of the Church, are che - howe can you eſ- - 
cape a (ontradiftion, if yee teceaue borh theſe (onfeſſions? 
4. Where-as by that D:#ip4:ion mentionediin your An-- 
ſ[were, of things neceſſarieto be obſerved,and of things 
variable in particular Congregations,.yee OE —_ 
Ee |. i 2 - | . Oy 


Pd 


| 
| 
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(Pac. 24 ) 
by the Keeping of the Diſciple of the Kirke as it was 
xn co Whdwer are pep in Kl Olde Sub > yee | 
bnderſtand the obſervation of thoſe thinges which are 
neceſſarie to bee obſerved in everieKirke, and not of 
thinges variable in particular Congregations: Wee 
aske, Into which of the Members of this Diſtinfion ye 
referre Epiſcopacie, and the' Articles of PEARTH? 
That is, Whether they moſt neceſſarilie bee omitred in 
all Churches, andar all tymes, or not > IF yee ſay, that 
they muſt bee neceſſarilie omitted , and the the Nega- 
#ive Confeſſion, confirmed with an Oath, doth tye vs to * 
" the omiſhon of them ; then both yee would make vs to.. 
ſweare, andſubſcrybe, agaynſt our Conſciences, ( for 
vec are perſwaded, That theſe thinges are lawfull ) as 
alſo yee would make vs to abjure Epiſcopacie , andthe 
: ffrticles of PEARTH, in Perpetunm-; which is flat- 
lie contrarieto your Declaration in your Anſweres, 1. 
5. &c. If you fay on the other part, That wee are not 
on by the Negatize Confeſſion, to the omiſſion of theſe 
thinges; then, Why haue yee, inall your Wrytinges 
agaynſt vs , exprobrate to vs-=Perjurie , in violating of 
the Oath contayned inthe Nepatize Confefiion? 5. We 
would gladlic have knowne your mynde , concernin 
che lawfulneſle of ſuch Rites as are not of Divine Inſti- 
eution, -expreſied in GOD'S Word. For wee inge- 
nuouſlie profeſſe , That none of your Anſweres ( which 
Hitherro'wee haue ſeenc ) to the Inſtances, or Examples, 
brought by vs, in our fift Demand, of Rites vſed by your 
ſelues, in your Churches , as lawfull , without Divine 
Inſtitution, ( to which wee could adde manie moe) doe 
vive vs anie ſatisfation:' nor yet, as wee thinke, can 
ive fatisfaQtion to anic indifferent man, As for 'exam- 
ple ; Is Bleſſmg of e Marriages, a meere circumſtance Þ 
Who can bee ſo impudent; as to ſay ſo? Or, if it bee a 
Ceremonie > what Pracept or Practiſe haue _ 4 L = 


& 


('PaG 235),  - 
GOD'S whole Word | If it bee alleadged, That 
wee have a Warrand fron) that Blefing pronounced 
GEN. 1. 28, vpon Man al1d Woman; after their crea- | 
tion z wee aske, By what fonſequence can that Solems- 
nitic of B lefing of eM arriagits ved in our Churches,with 
all the (eremonies of it, bee (lrawne from that effectuall 
and operative Bleſs of ovir firlt Parentes, or rather of 
whole Mankynde >. Is there heere an Inſtirrtion of a Per- 
petuall Obſervance, or Rite, to bee vſed inthe Church, 
more than in the 22 verſe of the ſame Chapter., when 
G OD. bleſſed the Fowles,) and Fiſhes, and ſayde , Bee 
freitfull, and multiplie, and fill the waters in the ſeas? &C, 
IF agayne it bee anſwered, That Paſtoral! Benedittion, is 
mentioned in Scripture, firſt, What is that.ro*Bleſing of - 
 eMarriages? And ſecondlie, Why are not all other 

Pattions, as well as| Marriages , bletied in the Church 
chiefelie, ſeeing AMarrimotuall Blefing hath beene, and 
' Is, abuſed in the' Romane Chirch, which holdeth , That 
Marriage is a Sacrament ; and conſequentlie, Matrimo- 
niall Beneditiion ought, as it would ſeeme; to bee ſecla- 
ded from the Church, rather than other Bleſcings ? 


he The fixt Demand. 


WnrrtTHER ornoithbee fit to ſubſcrybe ſuch an 

: Interpretation , as in matters of lawfalneſſe , and-vne - 
lawfulneſle; and conſequentlie in matters of Fayth, 
contradicteth the Iudgement of ſo manie Divynes, moſt 
famous , of the reformed Church, both- Ancient and 
Moderne , { whodid ;-and doe holde, that theſe Riczs 
and Ordinances brought into this Church by the Aficm- 
blie of PEax TH, are in their owne nature awful , and 


'» ſuch as ought not to make a ſtirre in the Church of . 


GOD ) andalſocondemneth the venerable practiſe or 
G tho 


(Pace, 26) 
the Ancient Church, andthe moſt eminent Lights of - 


it , even in thoſe pureſt tymes, vnto which wee appeale 
agaynſt the Papiſts, in our Diſputes. | 


ANSWERE. 


Wee traſt , That no ſound Divyne , Ancient or Moderne, 
would in this caſe denye the expediencie of the Forbearance 
of the praftiſe of PEAR Tr Articles, And further than thns, 


nothing at this tyme is requyred. 


| Replye-. 


Yova SILENCE, innotanſwering that which 
| wee affirmed, concerning the judgement of Divines, An» 

cieut and Moderne, of the Reformed Church, anent the 
lawfulneſſe of the Rites and Qrdinances , which were 
receaved in our Church, bythe ordinance of the 'Aſ- 
ſemblicof PEARTH; as alſo concerning the judge- 
ment and practiſe of the Ancient Church; Joeth make 
vs thinke, that yee acknowledge the trueth of that 
which wee affirmed there, 2, Wee haue alreadie 
ſhowne, That the Oath which yee requyre of vs, im- 
porteth more than the . Forbearance of the prattiſe of 
PEARTH «Articles, for 4 tyme. 3, The forbea- 
race of ſome of them , ſeemeth to vs , to bee meerlie 
vnlawfull, and contrarie to that Paſtoral! Duetie we owe 
to our Flocke. 4. The forbearance of anie of them, 
. conſidered with a relation to the Authoritie enjoyning 
them, in our judgement, is playne Diſobedience, 


' The ſeaventh Demand. 


WrnBnTHER it bee wreeane to Charitie or Pie- 
tie, to requyre vs toabjure thefe Rites,as Popiſh ; which 
| $65 08 ba in the 


(Pac, 27) 4 


- Inthe ſinceritie of our heartes , following the light of 


our Conſcience , ( whereof wee, rake GOD to wit- 


neſſe ) wee haue hitherto praQized, as lawfull, and 
laudablie following the ſame Light, doe yet practiſe 
them > But ſuppoſe this. might bee requyred of vs by 
anie; Preritur , Whether or no it becommeth them 
foperemptorilie , and vpon ſuch a ſuddentie; to yrge vs 
to this , who theſe by-gone twentie yeares , haue defi- 
red earneſtlie to. ehjoye the freedome of their Con- 
ſciences in their Miniſterie, even in denying obediegce 
to theſe thinges , and ſtanding Lawes for them ; and 
when they were vrged to obedience , did ſo often pro- 
reſt, andearneſtlie requeſt , That they might haue a 

me, tobee yell enformed, and marturelie advyſ{ed gf 
the matter , which to the moſt part of them was moſt; 
graciouflie granted > Let.them , therefore , looke to 
that natural MaxIMEs 2muod tibs fiert not vis, als 
teri ne fecerss : and to our Saviour's Precept of the 
fame ſenſe,. andallmoſt of the ſame wordes , MaTTa, 
7. VERS. 12, | 


ANSWERE. 


Wee hope , that ſuch 4 Forbearance of the praftiſe, will 


prejudge the libertie of no man's Conſcience. 


Replyev, * 


I T would much przjudge our Conſciences , to 
fweare and ſubſcrybe the Negatize Confeſiion , taking it 
according to your conception and meaning , who. re- 
quyre our Oath. ' 2. Howe can wee ſweare, to /abowr, by 
all meanes lawfull, as yee requyre in your Covenant ) to 
expell thoſe. thinges , .where-of wee _holde ſome to 
bee neceſſarie, and all the reſt, to bee lawfull , and 
laudable > | | 


Toe . 


_TC- 7] 
| The eyght Demand. TY 


WHETHER itbecfitting to ſweare to defende 
the King's Perſon and Authoritie, with this Limitation, 
In the Defence and Preſervation of the true Religion, 
Lawes > and Liberties , of this Kingdome > As if their 
Perſons ought not to bee defended agaynſt all Enemies, 
although as yer they embraced not. the Trueth - or ha- 
ving before embraced it , yet haue fallen from it ; or as 
if their Royall Authoritie were not to bee acknow- 
ledged ,. although commanding thinges vnlawfull, and 
as it wee were not.ſubject thereto, in yeeldin g to ſuffer 
vnder them, when wee giue not active obedience 
to them? | | 


ANSWERE. 


_ 1... The Anſwere of the firſt Demand , may pint [atisfa- 
tion heere. 2. The 7 hae ahve the defending me K - 

Perſon and eAuthornie , in the Defence of the true Religion, 
Lawes , and Liberties of the Kingdome,, is warranded by the 
- Confeffion ratified inPatliament,'by other Aftes of Parlia- 

ment , by the other Confeſſion , .and by the Generall Band -. 
joyned with it. 3. 'No man will with-holde his Subſcription 
from the Covenant , becauſe it doeth not , as it intendeth not, 
to expreſſe everie ductie wee owe to the King s eMajeſtie, a4 
if the not naming » were a denying of the ductie. 


ReplyeS., 


-  Wnar yee have replyed in your Auſivere to our 
firſt Demand, wee' have examined, in our Confutation of 
our eAnſwere. 2, If yee confider well allthe Circum- 

| Jhocer of the making of your Covenant, yee will toy 
h  thatit. 


chat it had not beene amiſle, at thistyme, tohaue exi 
prefſed more fullie the Loyaltie of your Intentions, to 
mayntayne the .K 1 x 6* s Perſon, and Honour,” Next, 
it is neceſſarie to expreſfle it yet more fullie, for our 
caufe , whome  -— requyre ,.to. ſweare and ſubſcrybe - 
| your Covenant ; leſt wee doe anie thing , in this matter 
* with a doubting Conſcience , ( which is a grievous 
finne ) that is, Doubting whether or no weeare tyed 
our .Oath, to mayntayne the K 1 x 6's Authoritie, 
onlic in ſo farre, as it is employed in the Defence of the 
foreſayde True Region; or , at leaſt, asit is notem- 
loyed agaynſtir; For, it ſeemeth to vs vnlawfull, ta 
weare the mayngenance of the K 1 nc's Authoritie 
with, this limitation preciſelie. And if yee bee of a 
contrarie mynde, wee are moſt willing to conferre with 


you of rhis poynt, 


The nynth Demand. 
|  WurTuEs or no weecan fſincerelie ſweare ts 
' mayntayne the Authoritie ,' truelie and proper Mo- 
narchicall of the King ; and withall ſweare alſo diſobe. 
' dience to theſe Articles , which are authorized by his 
ſtanding Lawes , and to mayntayne the meaneſt of his 
Subjectes agaynſt him, in their diſobedience of his 
Lawes, as yet ſtanding; in vigour .concerning theſe 
thinges? —- | | + ILSS 


1. The Anſwere to the firſt Demand , is vſefull heers 
alſo. 2. Forbearance of Practiſe , for a tyme ,, in ſuch 4 
caſe, is rather Obedience , than Diſobedience + for® 
example , Kneelling 'was thought convenient » becauſe all 
wemorig of Superſtition was paſt » ſhould it.not therefors 

OR Tk | | H bee forb 
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; bee forborne > becauſe Snperſtitian x xowe revived, and fla 
"8 ant? They who PraCtiſe, keepe the letter of the Law :. 
-— they who Forbeare, ikeepe the lyfe aud reaſon thereof. 


Rephew. 


| Þ . Yova CovENnanrT requyreth more of vs 
than the forbearance of the prattiſe of PEAR TH 
| eArticles , as wee have often tymes declared, 2. Wee 
haue alſo ſhowne , That the forbearance of Obedience, to 
| ſtanding Lawes., without licence of Superiours , and 
| contrarie to-their commandement, eſpeciallic if it bee 
done by deliberation, andif men tye themſelues, by an 
Oath, to doe ſo , is manifelt Di/obedience. 3. The Ar- 
ticleof PEARTAH, anent Kneeling, was not groun- 
ded onlie, nor yet principallie ,, vpon that Narratize 
which yee mention z but rather vpon the conveniencie 
and decencie of the geſture of Kneeling, in the recea- 
ving of the holie S 4CR AMEN T:.' which. rea- 
ſon-doeth yet continue; as alſo the other reaſon which 
ze mention, holdeth yet: for the bodic of the People 
of this Church, were never Papi#Fes ;. and, confequent-. 
lie, have no memorie of Popyſtr. Superſtition.,. as thoſe: - 
who lived in tyme of Reformation. 4. Wee can not: © 
ſee, nor conceaue, howe a Yow and Bund, of mayntay- | 
ning the meaneſt:Subje& of this Kingdome, agaynſt | 
all perſons what-ſo-ever ; and conſequentlie, agaynſt' * - | 
the K 1 nG himſelfe, as wee haue ſhowne in our ſe-. .- T 
cond Replye, in diſobedience of his Lawes, can conſiſt 1 
with thar loue, reverence, and ſubjeion, which wee -þ 
oweto our K1inGg. Neyther haue yee broughe anie 
thingin your Azſwere, to ſatisfie vs inthis poynt. Ands. 
becauſe yee alleadge, as wee heare, That yee are mitl- | 
eaken in:this poync, and doe vindicate your ſelues , by \ fl 
thoſe wordes of the (oyenants, where-in yee promiſe, 
Et | - _ _ comaynd 


= 


[Pao] 


to. mayntayne the K1n 6's Authoritie ; - wee praye 


you to expreſſe your mynde more fullie, concerning it;-: 


and to ſhowe vs ,. 1, What yee meane by mayurazning 
the KING'S Authorttie, in that part of your Cove- 
, nant, where-in yee exprefſe_ your Loyall Intention, 
To mayntayne the King s Perſon, and. Autho< 
ritie_; and in ſpeciall , Whether or no the mayntay- 
ning of the K 1 N 6's Authoritie, bee taken by you, as 
it excludeth all. reſiſting of his Authoritie, by Force of 
Armes, even altho hee Rould command rhinges vnlaw- 
- full; andcontrarie tothe Trueth ? For ſo wee thinke 
it ſhould bec taken :. and thar itſhould bee ſo taken, wee 
are readie to demonſtrate, ', Neyther- can wee ſweare it 
in anie other ſehſe, - 2, Whether. your promiſe , of 


«Mutual Defence, Fn the ſame cauſe of mayn= 


©, tayning the true Religion, and bus Majetties | 


eAuthoritie_», 8c. ought to bee vnderſtood,' of the 


mayntayuing the King s Authoritie abſolutelie : that is» 
Whether Hee mayntayne the true Religzjony or no? Or,on. 


' the,contrarie; If ic qughtto bee vnderſtoode, of the 
mayntayning the K ings Amthoritie conditionallie, in ſo farre 
a Hee mayntayneth the true Religions, and nor ante other, 
wayes? If you ſay, that itis tobee ynderſtoode the 
Firlk ways. we aſſent to that part of your CovenanT,8& 
-haueno more ſcruple anent-it., except that one , which 
wee mentioned in our REPLY to your ſecond Avſiveres 
to wit, Thatthe wordes of your Proteftation, ſeeme to 
import more; and, that your Patio, or Covenant, is 


made wicthoutthe King's privitie, and conſent. If yee 


_Tay,rhat ir is to hee vnderſtood che ſecond way , then 
- , wee continue vrging our foreſayde DEManD-: 'to wit, 


Howe a man can mayntaynethe King's Authoritie, and 
the meaneſt of His Subjectes, inte- if - 


- with.all mayntayne 


lbs LOND 
Pas + 
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Ming His Authoritie? - And howe wee can bee ſayde, 
to ſtand for the King's Honour , -when wee vowe and 

romiſe, co doe that which hee him-ſelfe profeſleth to 
pe agaynſt his Honour ; and which, in the common 
judgement of men, is thought to bee ſo> The deter- 
mination of this poynt , is more than neceſſarie; at this 
cyme: and, therefore, let vs in finceritie, and Brother- 
lie-loue, conferte of it ; that the Conſciences of others 
who doubr of this, may receaue ſatisfaQion, 


The- tenth Demand. 


. Murz THE orno wee ought to ſweare to ſuch @ 
« Covenant, ' which taketh away from vs all hope of 
2 free Afſemblie , or Parliament , co judge of the mat- 

cers preſentlic debated > For how can thele votefreelic 
of anie matcer propounded to the deciſion and delibera- 
* gion of the Church and eſtate,who have alreadie ſworne 
to adheare to one part of the Queſtion > and how can 
, thoſe who diffent from them , ſubmit themſelues to - 
their judgemene chieflie _— af Far Poſſeſſoures, 

and have I awes Civill and Eccleſialticke , ſtanding as 
wa} | 


Wee perceane , that this Tenth Demand , is made of the 
Articles of PEAR TH, therefore wee anſwere as before; 
That wee promiſe onlie Forbearance , . which can prejudge 

to 1an's libertie in aGenerall Aſlemblie. a 


Repyoo. 
'Wzrz Havre Suowne, That your (overt, 
@d Oath, importeth a manifeſt Abjuration of the a 
_ | a. 
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cles of PEARTH: and therefore, the * wearing of 
ir doeth manifeltlic prajudge the libertie of Yoring in a 
National Aſſemblie: For, howe can they freelic eyther . 
realon in an Aſſemblie, concerning Epiſcopacie, and the 
Articles of PEARTH:; or lie, give their judge- 
ment., without przjudice, concerning them who have - 
allreadie promiſed, ſworne, and vowed, firſt, To ad- 
heare to the D!ſcipline of theKirke: thatis, (according 
co your /nterpretation') ro the whole externall Policie of the 
Church, 44 tt was 1581. 2, Tolabour, by all meanes 
lawfull, to remonue, and expell, all thoſe Rites, and Ordinan- 
| ces, which haue come. into the Church ſince the foreſayde 
yeare.of GOD, that, the Church may bee reſtored, tothe 
Libertie, and Paritie, which it then bad Where-by yee 
declare 'That the fore-ſayde Articles, and Epiſcopacies 
are contrarie to the Liberte, and Peritie, of the Church; 
and conſequentlie, yee are tyed, by your Oath,. to vote 
agaynſt them , if yee bee called to rhe intended A $» 
SEMBLIE. | 


The_ eleventh Demand. 


WurrTunss ourSubſcryving, together withour 
People , to the Confethon-of this Nation, which is ra- 
tified and regiſtrated in Parliament, Anno. 1567. 
may giue full tarisfaction ro all who doubr of the {ince- 
ritie of 'our Profeſſion , if ſo bee they have no farther 
ayme', but onlie to know and ſee our willingnefſe, and 
conſtant reſolution., to adhearetothe REL1G 108 
preſentlie profefled, and to oppoſe all Erroures contra- 
rie to it , to our lyues ende>? Nowe, ſeeing wee are 
willing to doe this., as weetake G OD to witneſle, 
wee are, howe are wee hated, maligned, and traduced , 
as Enemies of the Trueth ,| onlie becauſe our Conſciens 

ces doe not ſuffer vs to ſubſcrybe to that — 
nl | 5 of the 


[| Pas. 34 ] 


of the Negative Confeſſion inſert .in the Covenant, 
( concerning which wee can ſee no Warrand of the 
truerth of ir, nor lawfull authoritie binding vs to it ) and 
co the Politicke, or rather Militarie part of that Cove- , ' 
nant, which is a thing without the compaſſe of our 
Calling , and nor belonging to that conrending for rhe - 
Fayrh once delivered tothe Sayncts, of which S. Ivps 

ſpeaketh in his Epiſtle, EH 


ANSWERE. | 

Since no other meane could bee found ſo effectnall , for hol- 
<ng ont of Poperie , and forbearing of dangerous Nova- 
tions in Religion , ſ#ch as the Service Booke , and Ca- 
Dons , which as yet are onlie diſcharged, till ma fayre and 
legall way they may bee introduced ; and are by no word of the 
kite Proclamation difallowed: altho the Service Booke, by 
the Proclamation, Febcuarie 19. bee highlie prayſed, as 
ſerving to edjfication , and to beat ont all Superſtition: and 
wothing in this Application is abjured, but what was abjured 
Sn the former ;” why ſhall wee forbeare to vſe a meane ſo ju#?, 

d ſo powerfull, for the preſervation of the puritie of Re= 
 Jigiott ? | ; 


Replye-. 


Hz xx yee doe not particularlie anfwere to our 

. Demand, and ſeeme vnwilling to give that Teſtimonie 
of vs, Your Brethren, concerning our finceritie in pro- 

feſfing ofthe TR V ETH, which, all who knowe and . 
judge vnpartiallic of vs , doe thinke to bee due to vs. 
Ir icfaicientic kno wne , what paynes wee takezin diſ- 
pating and wryring agaynſt Papiſts , in confuting their 
rrours. in our Pulpits, in leadin Z Procefſe agaynſt 
them, according to the Order ofthe CHURC Fo . 
4668 | andin 
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andin doing all thinges agaynſt Rowiſh Errowres, which 
can bee. expected from.the moſt zealous Profefſoures of 
the Trueth. If yee,or anic other of our Reverende 
Brethren , doubt of 'the finceritie 'of our Profeſſion, 
' then pole vs concerning anie Article contraverted , and 
we ſhall be moſt readieto declare our mynde concerning 
_ ir before all men, and give a ſufficient proofe to the 
worlde , that wee have pryedas narrowlie into the my- 
ſteries of Komiſh Erroares , for refutation of them, as 
anic of thoſe who impiouſlie, and vncharitablie traduce 
vs; as favourers of Poperie. 2, Wee haue other means, 
more effeQuall, and lawfull, (where-as wee thinke this 
your Meaneto bee vnlawfull ) for holding out of Po- 
erie: andin which wee ought-to confide more, than in 
all che Promifes and Vowes of men z yea, alfo,' more 
than in all the United Forces of all rhe Subjectes of this 
Land: to wit, DiligentPreaching,and teaching of the ' 
Word , frequent Prayer to GOD, humbling of our 
ſelues before. H x Mt,” amendement of our lyues , and 
converſations, andarming our felues agaynft our Ad- 
verſaries, by-diligentſeatching of rhe Scriptures , and 
_ -vſingallother Meanes, where-by wee may encreafe in 
the knowledge of the Trueth, and in abilitie , to de- 
Fende it agaynſt the -enemies of it. 3. The Subjectes 
of this Kingdome, atleaſt a great part of them, cyrher 
by their owne inclination , or by the perſwafion of 
— have ge - _ conceat of we o—_— joe 
an anons , ct if ? Majeſtie 1 vie A re and: | 
way of bringing them into this Church, elveciallic ſuch 
« ways as may giueſatisfactionto all his Subjectes , in 
a __—_ wee neede not to feare the ITN ct 
m. L214 '4' 


Theo twelfth Demand. 


Wrrzx r-as ee heare of diverſe Diſorders, 
and violent miſcarriages , of thoſe who haue ſubſcry- 
bed the Covenant, agaynſt our Brethren ofthe holie 
Miniſterie , who continue in their obedience to the 
Lawes of the Church and Kingdome ; which miſcar- 
riages beeing done without all forme of Iuſtice , or le- 
gall proceeding , are anexerciſing of Revenge , by pri- 
vate Authoritie , and conſequenlie are forbidden ,in the 
fixx Commandement; which is one of - the reaſons , 
which moyeth vs , Not to joyne our ſelues vnto their 
focietie : Wee would gladlie therefore knowe of our 
Reverend Brethren , who have come hither, to recom- 4- 
mend the Late {ovenant. vntovs; Firlt , Whether or 
no they doeallowe theſe diſorders > 2. If they allowe 
them, what reaſon have they ſo to doe? And if they 
allowe them not, howe is it , thattheſe Diſorders and 
miſcarriages, are not publicklie by them, and other 
Paſtors of cheir Confederacie, condemned , and ſharp- 
lie rebuked in their Pulpits > Why are the Actors of 
themnot tryed, and cenſured Þ And why doe they de- 
lay to giue out ſome, publicke ,Declaration , eyther in 
P & 1 N,T,or Writ, to-this effect, beeing long ſince 


exhorted to doe ſo? +, * 
AnswEks | 
dee Hardlie.can a'2calows rople afſembled in a K irke for 
the Worſbip of GQD,, bee kept from rumult, when Bookes, 
anda Worlhip which they eyther know , or conceaue to bee 
Popiſh, are ſuddenlie, and imperionſlic obtruded pon thens 
by the Eeaders : and how farre the keeping of the materiall 
Kirkes from the pollution of Worſhip,belongeth to the People, == 
and communitie of the Faythfull > ſhould bee —_—_— 
2. / wlence 


a} 


— 


EIDOS 
' 2. Violence done in other places, and vpon other occafions, wee 
no more allow , than wee doe a the aſperſions of Perjus 

rie, Rebellion , &c. which ſome men dee put vpon vs. . 


ReyLy. 


 .. Ir BzLoNGETH nottothe People; or &tm- 
tmunitie of the Faythfull, to contemne Authoritie , and © 
the LORD'S Service, done in His owne Houſe , on His. 
 owne Day, ſo farre as to put violent handes in Przlates, - 
and Paſtors, intyme of Divyne Worſhip , whyle they 
ace practiſing thoſe thinges which are enjoyned by the 
K1nG, andhis Counſall, Such Diſorders, and con- 
' temptuonus carriages» dee not-beſceme thoſe whome 
CHRIST invitethto come to Him, andfgolearne of 
HIM , meeknefle, and lowlineſle of heart; chiefelie, 
ſeeing there are'manie —_— » Where-by propos 
may teſtifie their averſation of thoſe. Bookes, and . War- 
ſhip , which they conceaueto bee Popiſh. If it beez 
finne'in Parentes,to provoke their Children to wrath, 
'much more is it a finne in Children, co. provoke their 
Parentes , eſpeciallie Patrem- Patrizzthe common Fa- 
'ther of the Countrey, ſa to'wrath.-*'2.: The keeping. of 
GOD'S Houſe, from the pollotion ef worſhip,belonget! 
tothoſe who arecloathed with la wfullAuthoricie.3, We 
not onlie asked of you , Whether orno yee didallowe 
the e M iſcarriages towardes qur Brethren of the holie 
Miniſterie , mentioned in our Demand? but” alſo, ſup- 
. Poſing that yee doe not allowe them, wee asked, Howe 
Is it, that thoſe Diſordere, and Miſedrriage, are OK Pi 
blicklie by you condemned, andrebuked? Why. are 
- *The Ars of them not tryed, and cenſured? And: why 
.Q = not -give ſome . publicke Dacunr«T 39 8p 
world, of your averſation of ſuch Af:ſcarriages ? chic. 
© lie > 1e&ang they are; as wee, have ſhowne , a manifeſt 
| | Nt] K tranſg 


(Pas. 38) af 


tranſgreſſion of the ſixt (ommandement, . Wee can. 
not ſufficientlie marvell , that yee haue kept vp your 
myndes in this matter , and not anſwered to ſo impor- 
tant, and neceſſarie a Demand. As for your Complaynt., 
of Perjurie and Rebellion,'&:C. if yee meane the W_4R- 
NING latelie written to the Subje&tes in SCOT- 
LAND, yee ſhall: knowe, that the AvTaox there- 
. of himſelfe is much: diſpleaſed with: anie offenſive aſ- 
peritic - which hath beene found in ſome written Co- 
pies there-of;- and hath allreadie done that, for remo- 
ving of that offence:' which, wee hope, ſhall giue full. 
ſatisfaction to all men « : 


The thirteenth Demand. 


Howe can wee ſubſcrybe that (OV ENAMNT;. 
without incurring manie grievous ſcandalls ; as firſt. 
the ſcandall of. N:ſenting en other Reformed Chur- 
ches, and famous Divynes', the chiefe Inſtrumentes of 
the Reformation of the Church .in Evaores; who 
did -holde. theſe. Rites.which are. abjured in this Late 
Covenant, as meerlie vnlawfull, Po iſh, and Idolatrous, 
to bee intheir owne nature; lawfull., Secondlie,, The 
ſcandall of Di/nting;from Antiquitie, and ,vilipending 
It alltogerher in matters of the. externall Policie of the. 
Church; which wee knowe ; and have found by fre- 
_ experience, to bee a thing that maketh manie 
Papiſtes more averſe from our Profeſſion,. than other- 
'Wayes they. would bee.  Thirdlie ,, The. ſcandall of 

- Perjurie , which ſome of vs can not eſcape, who .did 

Tweare Obedience to the Articles of PxanmTa, and. ' 
 — Ipapr OnWoarie, at: our Admiſſion to the Miniſteric.. . 


ANS W- 


——  __ 


þ0 


(Pac. 39) 
ANSYPERE. | 
That threefolde ſcandall ceaſſeth vpon the right Interpre= 


cation of the clauſe of the Forbearance of the Novations | 
alreadie introduced; © | 


Replyeo. 


Wrzz Hays ſhowne your Interpretation of 
the clauſe -of Forbearance , not to- bee right, and: haue 
refuted ir, wee thinke , by the -verie wordes of your 
{ovenant. , ſothat none of theſe three Scandalls can be - | 
eſchewed by vs, if wee ſubſcrybe to your fore-ſayde 
Covenant, 2. Suppoſe the other two might bee ef= 
chewed by that [nterpretation of the. clauſe of Forhea« 
rances yet the third cannot bee eſchewed, ſeeing at our 
Aadmiſtion wee haue ſworne Obedience. to the Articles of 
PEARTH, andtoour ORDIN ARIE :.Where- 
fore, Pay muſt eyther proue the eLrticles of PEARTH, 
and 'EPISCOPACTE.; to. bee vnlawfull, or elſe, wee 
can not , without violation of our-Ozth, made at our 
eAdmiſiion, forbeare the practiſe of the fore-ſayde eAy- 
zicles, agaynſt the will of our -ORDIN ARIE, and ather 
aut lawful SUP ERTOURS,. Hs tia 


| The fourteenth Demand. 


_ . Las. Or: ALL; Wee pray theſe Reverend 
and Worthie Brethren; to conſider {thperaallie , and 
charitablie, :ſeeing wee haue. all theſe ſccuples.in our 
myndes concerning their Covenant , as allokeng yy 
are yet moſt confident , and affured, ofthe lawfuinetle ._ 
ofthe Articles of Prax. TH ,. together with the lawful 
nefſe and venerable. Amiquitic of Epiſcopall Gpvrrnas, 
Fn ; " JNnFs, 


 (Pac,'40). 
i< ment, how wee can, with a ſafe conſcience, give 
| our conſent; that they ſhould preach in our Pulpits, who 
come profeſledlie ro withdraw our People From that 

which wee in the inmoſt thoughts of our ſoules doe em- 
braceaslawfull; and from that obedience which they 

doe owe to their Gracious and Pious Soveraygne there- 

in; Whoſe laſt Proclamation hath given full fatisfa&tion 

to vsall , and much rejoyced our hearts , in gee hee 


hath therein moſt ſolemnlie, and by his oath ed, 
not onelie his finceritie in profeſſing the Tructh, bur al- 
ſo his pious reſolution , to continue therein , an&mayn- 
cayne it conſtantlie to his lyues.ende , moſt graciouſlie 
and wyſclie removing theſe things which haue occafio» 
ned the late perturbation of our Church, Wee wiſh 
them lykewyſe, to conſider, how they can requyre this 
of vs, ſecing they would nor ( wee appeale their owne * th 
Conrſciences ) bee content that they ould bee ſo dealt 
With themſelues ; wee meane, that anie ſhould goe vp 
to their pulpits, and condemne their dodtrine, and pra- 
iſe, & with:edrawe their peaple from. that which bath 
beene before recommendadvnto them as Trueth. 


Wee conclude : ns entreating lo--. 
vinglie , and charging modelſtlie, theſe , and all others, - 
our Reyerend Brethren, before GOD, and the LORD 

. TESUS CHRIST, whoſhall judge the quicke and the | 
dead at His appearing in His Kingdome ,* if there bee 7 
anie conſolation in CHRIST , if anie comforrt of loue, | 
if aniefellowſhip of che'Spirit, if anie bowells of Mer- | 
cies , toloke narrowlie to their owne Conſciences, in 
theſe ns matters ; remembering that of I's z t- 
MIE, The heart is. deceatfull aboue all thinges , and de- 
ſperatelie wicked, who car know it: To judge charitably 
of ys their Brethren , remembering that -of our Sa- 
yiour, Fudge net, that- yet beg nor _jordiged; To deale with 

pai ew 3 vs in * 


- 


(Para) 
vs in love and meekneſſe, (if-ſo:bee they thinke ys to 
haue gone aſtray from the [Trueth ;' which, GOD 
knoweth, wee no wayes doe perceaue ) remembering 
that of S. PAVLLs, If a man bee over-takenw in a 
fault, yee thats are ſpiritnall , reftore ſuch a. one with the 
ſpirit of meckneſſe : as alſo that of S. TIaMmres, The 
wiſdome that. is from Abone , is firSt prre , then peace- 
able, gentle, and eaſie to bee entreated, full of mercie, and 
pood fruits, &c. Andlaſt of all, To ſecke Peace, and 
oO to followe after it; that this our deare Natiue Coun- 
trey:bee not expoſed to a dangerous Warrefare, and to 
all the wofull Conſequentes ' thereof; of which our 
heartes: can not thinke , without trembling and hor- 
rour. 


ANSWERE.- 


I. Nothing inthe Interpretation of the Covenant , «- 
gaynft the lawfullneſſe of PEARTH Articles, and 
of Epiſcopall Governament. 2. Wee never intended to 
draw the meane#? of the Subjeftes , froms that, Loyaltie of 
Obedience ;- which they owe to their Soveraygne, and ours. 
3. The Counſell hath reſcinded the Approbation of thats 
Proclamation. 4. His « MC ajefties Religions and Righ- 
teous DifÞoſition-, hath beene to vs a ad and chiefe Are 
' gwment,, of ougyhope of the hearing of all our Petitions. 
5. Wee haue ngidefire to wrong our Reverend and worthie 
Brethren ; bat rather to paſſe, inw ſilence, the wrongs which 
wee haue ſuftayned by them, : And would approne our 
ſelues vmto owr GOD, and proue faythfull in the Em- 
ploymentes pat vpott vs: earnefthe defiring » That. eve- 
rie eye may perceaue the wonderfull worke of GOD 1 
this Land left anie of vs bee found fighting agayn# GOD ; 

| L and, that 


'* 
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( P.aG,-42) 
#nd, that. all of vs may joyne Heart and Hand, for the Pu 
ritie and Peace of the Kirke of ow LORD FESVS 
CARIST, Bleſſed for ever, }: vt = 


| "PAR -M* ALEXANDER HENDERSON, 
WIEKOE Miniſter at Lavcuars. ' 


M* DAVID DICKSON: 
_ "Miniſter at IRwING. 


- Mr ANDREW CANT, 
Miniſter at PE: T$L160, 


ReplyeS. 


Taz kt is too-much, as wee thinke, in your Cove 
#4nt » agaynlt the lawfullnefſe of PEARTH <Av- 


ticles. . 2, Your Band of « Mutuall Defence , agaynit all 


erſons what-ſo-ever,may draw Subjectes, perhaps,to take 
= agaynſt their K ING, which GOD avert) and 
coſequentlie from that Zoyaltie of Obediense, which they 
owe to their Soveraygne, and Ours y rcaptone declare 
and explayne' your ſelves berter,than yee haue hither-to 
done. 3. What. the moſt Honourable Lordes of his 
Majeſties Privie Counſell , have done concerning the 
; Kinges Majeſties laſt Proclamation, is not ſufficientlie 
knowne to vs, and farreleſſe vpon what Growndes and 
 e Motines they hane ( as you ſay ) reſcinded their eFp- 
h ru of the late Proclamation. 4. His Majeſties 
eligious and Righteaus Diſpoſition, hath beene to vs, 
and 18, a mayne ground where-fore we reſt and relyevp- 
on his graciaus Proclamation ,- perſwading our ſelues, 
- thatheeintendeth not , nar ever intended, anie Fnnoya- 
tien in Religion, 5, Wee ſhall labour, by'all meanes, to 
eſchewe everie thing , which in the leaſt degree may 
| Wrong you, our Reverende and worthie Brethren, As 


for the 


- 


(Pac. 43) 
for the Wronges allreadie'done by vs to you , ( as yee 
retende ) when-ſo-ever it ſhall pleaſe you to. ſpecifie 
them, wee hope to giue you full ſatisfaction , and to 
cleare our felues of that mputation. 6. The worke 
of GOD towardes anie Nation.” hoawe ſtrange and 
wonderfull ſfo-ever it ſeeme to. bee, is never contra- 
rie to HIS Worde: | And, there-fore , wee feare '. 
not to bee founde fighting agaynft GON'*S Worke, 
ſolong as wee fight not agaynſt HIS Trueth , revea- 
ted in HIS Word, THAT ALL-SEEING 
LORD knoweth, that wee mayntayne HES Trueth 
according to the light of our Conſeiences , and are 
. readieto joyne Heart and Hand with you , for the Pu- 
-itie and Peace of this CHURCH, in everie law- 
full way, and courſe, as ſincere lovers of Trueth and 
"0 Peace. , JW | | 


AzD Now, BRETHREN) before wee 
conclude, agayne weeentreat you, andall others our 
Deare Countrey-men , efpeciallie our . ? al aff 
REND BRETHREN of the 2 wr 5: 
TISTERIE , to judge charitable of ys, and of 
our Proceedinges atthistyme; 'and'in particular , of 
theſe our DEM ANDES, and REPLYESsS. 
woich » GOD is our Witneſle, neyther hatred of 
anie man's Þ cory » nor Ioue of contention, nor anie 
worlalie reſpeCt ; bur onelie the Conſcience of our Cat« 
ting hath drawne from'vs. : And as for .our 47 i= 
| 2 entes fot nor Swbſcrybing »' which are taken from Se 
\ - Cue Swbjettion & Obediencetoour SOV ER AYGMN E 
and His Lawes, Wee protefF, and declare, That they 
ought not to bee ſo interpreted, as .if wee intended to 
accuſe you, or others, our Deare Countrey-men , of 

Diſtogaltie towardes ou: uwſte gracious KING, or, 


_ 


FF Paco 44) 
as if our purpoſe were to lay anie ſuch [mputation vpon 
you : Forthey are*onlie. vied by vs, to ſhowe what the 
wordes of the COV EN ANT ſeenie toy to fn 


| port, .and, howe wee conceaue of them ;- as alſo; what. . 


maketh vs1o to conceaue of them . Wee doubt not, 
REVEREN®D BRETHREN , but yee 


knowe , that as wee owe to Fes, and to-your Pro. 


ceedinges,, the favourable judgement of :C.# 4 R 1- 
TIE; ſo wee ought-to. judge of thoſe thinges, which 


wee are to ſwearc,, and ſubſcrybe, with the ſtrict and 


inquiſitive judgement of Y E& 77 T Eg and conſe. 
quentlie, wee ought ro-ponder duelie, and to propound 
particulatlie and fullic to others, ( eſpeciallie to thoſe 


who requyre our Oath and Subſcription, and vndertaketo | 


ſatisfie our Conſciences there-anent.) all the doubts and 
reaſons which make ys vnwilling or afrayde to-giue ous 
Swbſcriptlon therevnto, it 
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